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Riparian Forest Buffer Description

Definition: A riparianforest buffer isan areaof treesand shrubslocated adjacent to streams, lakes, ponds,
and wetlands.

Purpose: Woody vegetation in buffersprovidesfood and cover for wildlife, helpslower water temperaturesby
shading waterbody, and dowsout-of-bank flood flows.

Conservation Management System: Riparianforest buffersarenormally established concurrently

with other practicesas part of aconservation management system.

Wildlife Benefits. Connecting abuffer with existing perennia vegetation, such aswoodlots and woody
draws(tree/shrub establishment) or hedgerows (windbreak/shelterbelt establishment) benefitswildlifeand
aesthetics.

How to Design a Riparian Forest Buffer

General Requirements. Themost effectiveriparian forest buffer strip hasthree zonesof vegetation, each
planted parallel to the stream. Therecommended width of the buffer strip dependson many factorsincluding
dope, soil type, farming practices, size of crop fields, and thelandowner’s objectives.
Zonel/TreeZoneNext to Stream: Thiszoneis30-foot wide and isclosest to the stream. Four or
fiverowsof treesarerecommended in thiszone. Treesnearest the stream are selected for the ability to
quickly develop rootsthat canincrease bank stability. Inthe outer areaof thetree zone hardwoods can
be planted to produce high-valuetimber.
Zone2/Shrub Zone: Themiddle zoneis12-foot wide and consistsof shrubs. Shrubsalso
develop aperennia root system, add diversity and wildlife habitat to the ecosystem, and help dow
floodwater when the stream leavesits channel . One or two rows of shrubsare recommended.
Zone3/GrassZone: Farthest from the stream and next to the cropland isa 20-24 foot widestrip
of native warm-season grasses or shrubs. Thewarm season grass zoneislocated on the outside of
thebuffer strip nearest thefield crop.
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